
1293.  MARIA ANNA,1 IMPERIAL BARONESS2 VON BERCHTOLD ZU SONNENBURG, TO 

BREITKOPF & HÄRTEL,3 LEIPZIG 
   

Most nobly born!              St. Gilgen, 23rd March, 
     Most esteemed sir!        1800. 

 
Your much appreciated communications of 28th Feb. and 7th March reached me 

safely.4 The pleasure which I felt in sending you a manuscript5 [5] which I believed that I 
alone possessed has been brought to nothing by the news that you have already received it 
from my sister-in-law. It was very unpleasant for me to hear that my brother’s widow has 
acted so ungratefully towards you and has broken the promise6 she had made in a very 
ignoble manner. With this ill-considered deed she has not only damaged herself, [10] but has 
also done no honour to her husband, for it would no doubt have brought more honour to my 
brother’s reputation if his manuscripts had been published solely and exclusively in your 
edition of all his works, rather than that they should be published alongside and, as one might 
easily suspect, faultily, since I know from experience how readily the pirate Andree, 
Offenbach, [15] alters the compositions as he likes. Yet it is very good if you have some 
copies of these manuscripts and include them in your edition: this way those who understand 
music can easily distinguish the true from the false, and thus my brother’s honour will be 
rescued to some extent. 
[20] For your sake alone, I wish that I had indeed retained the scores of his earlier 
compositions so that I could be of help to you with them, only now I have nothing to send 
you, other than the 3 sonatas which you requested and 2 pieces which were his first 
composition for 4 hands.7 I do have variations on themes from 2 Dutch folksongs8 which were 
engraved in The Hague [25] and all his earlier engraved sonatas,9 but if I can find out, through 
my correspondence, about some copies of his earlier pieces in Salzburg, I will be pleased to 
give you information about them. I have just this moment heard that Herr Stadler10 has 
handed everything over to Mayr’s Bookshop11 [30] and has also been paid properly in cash. I 
have also received from one of my correspondents the themes12 which I am sending you 
herewith; at the same time, however, he writes that if I want to have any more of these pieces 
of music, he will have them copied for me as a favour, since they all belong to the Prince’s 
music,13 but it costs 8 kr. per sheet for the copying. [35] He also writes that there is also an 
opera buffa with Italian text there which has no title, but I know for certain that it bears the 
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title La Finta Semplice,14 and the cantata Il sogno di Scipione:15 if I wish to have these as 
well, he is also willing to have them copied for me. 

Write to me at once, therefore, saying whether you desire any of these themes and 
either of those two theatrical pieces. [40] It will then be a pleasure for me to take care of it. I 
can also obtain for you the whole opera La finta giardiniera in score with German text.16 You 
can have them if you desire and keep them as long as you want, as long as I get them back 
undamaged in the course of time. I ask only for an affirmative answer. 
[45] Otherwise I should be very obliged to you if you would be so kind as to let me have 
the continuation of my brother’s works for clavier. If, in return, I can be of service to you in 
anything, I will do so with pleasure. 

In expectation of the soonest possible answer, I remain, with true respect, 
[50]   Your 

most devoted 
M: A:, Imperial Baroness17 von Berchtold zu Sonnenburg 
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